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trust and reliance. Today, we salute 
one such pillar. The senior Senator 
from West Virginia enters the record 
books as the longest serving Senator. 

Note, I say that he enters the record 
books, not the history books. I say that 
because I expect the senior Senator 
from West Virginia to be making his-
tory on this floor for many years to 
come. 

In an earlier time, we would have 
called ROBERT BYRD a renaissance man 
in the mold of such American lumi-
naries as Jefferson or Franklin. Con-
sider that he is a poet, an accomplished 
musician, an author, the foremost his-
torian of this Chamber, a parliamen-
tary expert, an intensely devout Chris-
tian, an unrivaled legislator, a scholar 
of our Constitution, and earned a J.D. 
while a Member of this Chamber. 

Yet all of these accomplishments as 
an individual are dwarfed by what he 
has done and will continue to do for 
the people of West Virginia. He has 
brought mew industries like bio-
technology, biometrics and other high 
tech, high skilled work to West Vir-
ginia. He has fought for dams, road-
ways, hospitals, and highways. It is 
hard to imagine that one man might 
have such a transformative impact on 
a State. Yet friend and foe alike would 
concede this point to ROBERT BYRD. 

I say today that Senator BYRD be-
comes America’s senior Senator. In 
many ways, he always has been. No 
man or woman more rigorously defends 
the role of this Chamber in our govern-
mental structure, and no man or 
woman fights more ardently to pre-
serve that beautiful document he car-
ries in his breast pocket—the U.S. Con-
stitution. One of the first things I did 
when I was sworn in as a Member of 
this body was to take the whole Lan-
drieu family to see Senator BYRD and 
have him give us a talk on the Con-
stitution and the role of the Senate. 

For the last 6 years, it has been my 
pleasure to serve under Senator BYRD’s 
leadership on the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee. In that capacity, he 
has proven repeatedly that he is a 
friend to the people of Louisiana and 
understands the tragedy that has be-
fallen them. I thank him for that help 
and friendship. 

Of course, I would be remiss if I 
didn’t mention that today is a bitter-
sweet anniversary, for it is also Erma’s 
birthday. A woman whose life, and now 
memory, Senator BYRD so obviously 
cherished. 

So, Mr. President, I thank America’s 
senior Senator for his service to this 
country and for his friendship. 

I conclude my remarks, as he so 
often does, with a verse of poetry—one 
of the Senator’s favorites—the final 
verse of ‘‘The Building of the Ship’’ by 
Longfellow: 
Thou, too, sail on, O Ship of State! 
Sail on, O UNION, strong and great! 
Humanity with all its fears, 
With all the hopes of future years, 
Is hanging breathless on thy fate! 
We know what Master laid thy keel, 

What Workmen wrought thy ribs of steel, 
Who made each mast, and sail, and rope, 
What anvils rang, what hammers beat, 
In what a forge and what a heat 
Were shaped the anchors of thy hope! 
Fear not each sudden sound and shock, 
’Tis of the wave and not the rock; 
’Tis but the flapping of the sail, 
And not a rent made by the gale! 
In spite of rock and tempest’s roar, 
In spite of false lights on the shore, 
Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea 
Our hearts, our hopes, are all with thee, 
Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 
Our faith triumphant o’er our fears, 
Are all with thee,—are all with thee! 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Hawaii is recognized. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I have 5 min-
utes in morning business. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I note 
my deep disappointment that the con-
ference agreement for the emergency 
supplemental appropriations bill now 
pending before the Senate does not in-
clude the supplemental funding for VA 
health care that was included in the 
Senate-passed measure. 

Despite the fact that the Senate 
spoke strongly on the need to ensure 
that VA has enough resources during 
the balance of this fiscal year to be 
able to treat our Nation’s veterans in 
an effective and timely manner, my 
amendment to add $430 million to the 
VA health care account was not in-
cluded in the final compromise. 

Back in April and May, when we de-
bated the supplemental appropriations 
measure here in the Senate, I was de-
lighted that my amendment, cospon-
sored by 21 of our colleagues, to secure 
a relatively modest amount of emer-
gency funding for VA health care was 
included in the legislation. The reasons 
we gave then in support of this funding 
were clear, and they remain so today. 

First, Vet Centers and other mental 
health programs need to be given more 
support if VA is to continue to be able 
to reach out to veterans in need of re-
adjustment counseling or other psycho-
logical treatment, especially those re-
turning from service in a war zone. 

Secondly, across the VA system, fa-
cilities need some additional funding 
to ensure that VA is able to continue 
to provide quality of care and avail-
ability of services for all veterans. 

At the time of the Senate debate, 
after a slight modification to the 
amendment so as to require the Presi-
dent to request the emergency funding 
in order for VA to receive it, the Sen-
ate voted 84–13 to adopt the amend-
ment and include it as part of the sup-
plemental package. 

My colleagues indicated their over-
whelming support of the measure 
through that vote. In light of that 
show of support, the failure to include 
this VA funding in the pending meas-

ure is all the more regrettable, all the 
more unacceptable. 

Having just traveled to Iraq to see 
for myself what the situation is like on 
the ground there, I am even more 
steadfast in my belief that VA must 
have the resources it needs to care for 
returning servicemembers. 

Programs to transition our men and 
women in uniform who require mental 
health, prosthetic rehabilitation, or 
other specialty health care services 
back into civilian life are a clear, con-
tinuing part of the overall cost of war. 
These services are more important 
than ever, and we must do our part to 
support them. 

Although we did not succeed in keep-
ing this additional funding in this 
measure, we will not give up the fight 
and will do our utmost to ensure that 
VA has the funding it needs. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VIT-
TER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

IRAQ 
Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise to 

talk about all of the interesting things 
going on in Iraq. We saw yesterday the 
surprise, very important visit by the 
President to the new Iraqi Cabinet 
under Premier Nouri Kamal al-Maliki. 
This marks one more significant step 
in efforts to bring national unity to 
Iraq. We all must remember that just a 
few short years ago, Iraq was ruled by 
a murderous tyrant, Saddam Hussein. 
According to the Iraqi Survey Group’s 
Charles Dilfer, Iraq was a far more dan-
gerous place even than we knew. We 
may not have had the intelligence 
right, but the intelligence was focusing 
on the fact of how dangerous this place 
was. Dilfer said that Iraq was overrun 
with terrorists, like Abu Musab al- 
Zarqawi who was then in al-Ansar 
Islam and later changed that to al- 
Qaida in Iraq, the butcher who bra-
zenly beheaded innocent Americans 
and others on television. 

Dilfer said that Saddam Hussein had 
the ability to produce chemical and bi-
ological weapons that he had in the 
past and he was willing and able to sell 
them to terrorists who could deliver 
them to our country. This milestone, 
unfortunately, received not enough at-
tention or appreciation in the media. 
This is not an isolated example of peo-
ple trying to downplay good news in 
Iraq. As Peter Wehner wrote in the 
Wall Street Journal on May 23: 

Iraqis can participate in three historic 
elections, pass the most liberal constitution 
in the Arab world, and form a unit govern-
ment despite terrorist attacks and provo-
cations. Yet, for some critics of the Presi-
dent, these are minor matters. 
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